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RECIPIENTS OF THE LEE HSIEN LOONG AWARD  
FOR INNOVATIONS IN THE NORMAL COURSE  
 
Bukit Batok Secondary School  
 
Habits of Mind (HOM) is a cornerstone of Bukit Batok Secondary School’s (BBSS). 
HOM aims to inculcate good learning habits and thinking dispositions to nurture self-
directed and life-long learners. The habits are infused into teaching and learning 
approaches in the school’s curriculum for all levels.   
 
As part of the school’s efforts to differentiate teaching and learning processes that 
are tailored to the needs of the Normal Course students, the HOM approach is 
incorporated into the lesson guides for the Normal Academic (NA) and Normal 
Technical (NT) courses.  The Lower Secondary programme for the Normal Course 
takes on a greater hands-on approach, with tailored worksheets and topics, and an 
emphasis to hone students’ Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and 
presentation skills. Lower Secondary NA and NT student are also introduced to HOM 
when doing their respective Interdisciplinary Project Work (IPW) lessons.  
 
The school’s key programme, Holistic Character Development (HCD), incorporates 
syllabuses from its Character and Citizenship Education and Holistic Student 
Programme, and focuses on all aspects of student development.  HOM lessons are 
infused into these programmes and teachers seize every opportunity to engage the 
students in practicing and reflecting on their HOM skills.   
 
Additional support is given to the Upper Secondary and graduating classes by a 
structured ‘Subject Contact Time,’ after school, to stretch the students academically 
and help them improve in identified areas of their studies.  To further help weaker 
students, the school monitors their progress closely and provides intervention 
strategies to support them in their learning.  
 
The school engages students without CCAs through the One Earth Club, where 
students are involved in various hands-on environmental school activities and 
learning journeys.  Students are actively engaged in these activities and in the 
process, develop a sense of ownership for the school. 
   
The team of committed teachers, as well as the successful introduction of the HOM 
teaching and learning approach, has enriched the holistic development of their 
Normal Course students. 

 



 
 

Si Ling Secondary School  
 
Si Ling Secondary School’s (SLS) Normal Course programme is guided by the Pupil 
Welfare framework that emphasises ASTC – A School That Cares, and All Siling 
Teachers Care.  This culture of care is spurred on by the belief that every child can 
learn, including at-risk students. 
 
The school provides additional support to students who need more assistance, 
comprising Bridging Programmes for students who laterally transferred to a more 
demanding course, Structured Remediation for at-risk students, and Camp Bloom for 
students who failed to meet their year-end promotion criteria and had been given a 
second chance to improve their grades.  
 
To cater to the varied ability levels in literacy and mathematics skills, the school has 
differentiated programmes catered to the diverse learning needs of the students.  
BELLS (Boosting English Language Literacy for Silians), a structured English 
Language reading and comprehension with differentiated instruction programme, is 
incorporated into the timetable for all its Lower Secondary students.  Similarly, the 
Sm@ths programme provides differentiated instruction in Mathematics for students 
based on their ability levels.   
 
SLS also provides students with a varied co-curricular programme to enrich their 
learning and broaden their experiences.  Res Adventura, an Outdoor Education 
programme, provides unique learning opportunities for the holistic development of 
Secondary 1 to 5 students. The programme incorporates adventure skills to enhance 
students’ self-esteem, self-confidence, independence, and social and emotional 
competencies.  SilcARTS, an enhanced Aesthetics programme, leverages on 
authentic platforms for students to develop their appreciation for and capability in the 
Arts.  The school stages a musical annually to showcase its students’ talent in the 
Arts.  
 
To build confidence and self-esteem, SLingSparkS is a unique platform for the 
school’s Normal Course students to practice and showcase their public speaking and 
presentation skills.  Students are also given the opportunity to share their school 
experiences with dignitaries and visitors to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Yio Chu Kang Secondary School  
 
Yio Chu Kang Secondary School’s (YCKSS) curriculum for the Normal Course is 
guided by its Character Development framework – ‘SPECIAL’ – which aims to build 
students’ confidence, morale, and self-esteem in the following areas: Social 
Development; Personal Progression, Physical and Psychological Development; 
Ethics; Career; Intellectual Development; Aesthetics; and Learning Global Outlook.  
 
Through customised structuring and scheduling of activities and enrichment 
programmes, the school is able to organise an extensive range of enrichment 
programmes to give more opportunities to students to develop holistically. 
 
The school developed a customised curriculum to progressively expose Normal 
Course students to a variety of art forms, media, and design.  During curriculum 
time, a diverse range of foundation and enrichment programmes in Arts (e.g. Hip 
Hop, Drama, Dance), Media (e.g. 3D Animation, Digital Videography) and Design 
(e.g. Robotics, Interior Design) are organised to engage all Secondary 1 to 3 
students and Secondary 4 NT students.  These programmes also aim to inculcate 
values and nurture good character, on top of developing the students holistically.  
 
YCKSS developed innovative programmes such as Philosophy for Children, La Main 
a la Pate (an investigative approach to learning Science at the Lower Secondary 
levels) and Inquiry Based Learning (IBL).  These programmes are customised by 
teachers and incorporated into the Normal Course curriculum to engage the 
students’ learning experiences.   
 
 
 
 


